Occupational therapists demonstrate diversity in the many ways in which they practise, and responding to calls to embrace health promotion is one such example. The articles in this issue were selected on this topic, from those either recently accepted or already available online through BJOT's Online First publish ahead of print. They share a focus on prevention and early intervention that is the theme for this year's Occupational Therapy Week, which runs in the United Kingdom (UK) from 2 November, coming shortly after World Occupational Therapy Day on 27 October. Inaugurated by the World Federation of Occupational Therapists (WFOT) in 2010, World OT Day is an opportunity for occupational therapists around the world in WFOT's 80 international occupational therapy professional associations to promote and celebrate the profession locally, nationally and internationally (WFOT, 2015) .
The articles collected here are international in both origin and relevance. Two are concerned with prevention -helping people stay well by enabling them to make healthy choices -and indicate how participation in occupation can be health promoting for the general population. Genter et al. (2015) undertook a systematic review of the literature on the contribution of allotment gardening to health and wellbeing while Taylor (2015) interviewed 17 serious enthusiasts about their chosen leisure pursuit. Her engaging account of how they experienced meaning and caring both for others and themselves through their occupation is worth reading, whether you are bridge player or a canoeist -perhaps your favourite leisure occupation is among those included.
Five articles are concerned with targeting 'at risk' groups to prevent the development of health problems, and three of these tackle the importance of engaging in occupation for vulnerable groups of people. Smith (2015) concluded that people who seek asylum in the UK found meaning in occupation, wanted to keep busy and acknowledged the importance of altruistic occupations to benefit others. Gallagher et al. (2015) found that disadvantaged young people in Ireland had limited occupational choice and that this risked their wellbeing. Mackenzie and White (2015) explored the social networks of older women with intellectual disability living in the community in Australia and their study provides a useful summary of strategies that the women found helpful. The remaining two articles focus on the importance of early intervention for at risk children. Barfoot et al. (2015) described relationshipfocused occupational therapy for a child with cerebral palsy and her mother. Wilkes-Gillan et al. (2015) evaluated parents' perspectives of a parent-delivered play-based intervention to improve the social play skills of children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder.
The final article in this collection demonstrates occupational therapy for people with a chronic condition to maintain quality of life. Schmid et al. (2015) examined a fall risk management programme for people with chronic stroke, who are at more risk of falling than those without and for whom the consequence of falling could cause additional problems.
A special issue of BJOT calling for papers on health promotion or another person choosing articles at another time would have created a different issue. I hope you enjoy this selection and that the articles encourage you to consider how you can incorporate health promotion in your practice.
For more information on OT Week 2015 in the UK and how you can be involved, see https://www.cot.co.uk/OTWeek2015. Outside the UK, check the dates for your national association's celebration.
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